THE ROMAN FOUNDATION
the end of direct Imperial rule and the beginnings of so-called
'Anglo-Saxon' England. Gildas writes partly of things before
his birth, but mainly (and with more value) of things with which
he was contemporary. He tells us that some kinglet, unnamed
but presumably on the East Coast, hired a few of the pirates as
mercenaries, that these rebelled against him and summoned
others of their kindred to join them from overseas, and that these
combined war bands looted the country badly, even getting to
the western coast in some of their raids and sacking cities; that
they retired with their loot, though some remained in the island
—presumably on the East Coast—and that a British magnate
bearing a Roman name, Ambrosius Aurelianus, gathered a force
with which he defeated the remaining pirates at some unknown
place called Mount Badon. Since that battle there had been a
long peace, uninterrupted save by local wars between the little
chieftains.
Our Indirect Evidence. Our indirect evidence of what
happened between 447 and 597 during the eclipse in English
history is of three kinds—that depending on our knowledge of
what existed before and after the interval; that depending on
tradition ; and that depending on the analogy of the later Danish
invasions on which we have full knowledge.
Our Evidence from what existed before and after the
Interval, Our knowledge of what existed before and after the
interval shows us two main things: (i) the structure or stuff of
society in England had not changed between the time when
England still lived her old life as a Roman province—447—and
the time when the missionaries from Rome began reconverting
the east of the island and reintroducing record and writing—597.
The organization of society as a number of agricultural estates,
worked mainly by slaves, remains the same. The public power
still owns and controls many of these and the waste lands and
forests- Many of the old district names survive, even in the
east: Kent, Dorset, probably Lincoln, certainly Deira and
Bernicia on the northern coasts. The towns are still in existence,
most of them with their old names, and there is no record of the
destruction of any one of them during the troubles. The
approach from the Continent is by the same route—Boulogne to
Richborotjgh—and there is still a good deal of intercourse with
Gaul, though probably not as much as before. (2) On the other
hand, the political and religious state of England has changed very
59

